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I shall not dwell upon it any further, but only transcribe out of a little tract, called the Christian Hero, published in 1701, what I find there in honour of the renowned hero, William III, who rescued that nation from the repetition of the same disasters. His late Majesty, of glorious memory, and the most Christian king, are considered at the conclusion of that treatise as heads of the Protestant and Eoman Catholic world in the following manner :
4 There were not ever, before the entrance of the Christian name into the world, men who have maintained a more renowned carriage than the two great rivals who possess the full fame of the present age, and will be the theme and examination of the future. They are exactly formed by nature for those ends to which Heaven seems to have sent them amongst us : both animated with a restless desire of glory, but pursue it by different means, and with different motives; to one it consists in an extensive undisputed empire over his subjects, to the oth#r in their rational and voluntary obedience : one's happiness is founded in their want of power, the other's in their want of desire to oppose him: the one enjoys the summit of fortune with the luxury of a Persian, the other with the moderation of a Spartan : one is made to oppress, the other to relieve the oppressed: the one is satisfied with the pomp and ostentation of power to prefer and debase his inferiors, the other delighted only with the cause and foundation of it to cherish and protect 'em : to one therefore -religion is but a convenient disguise, to the other a vigorous motive of action.
' For without such ties of real and solid honour, there is no way of forming a monarch, but after the Machiavelian scheme, by which a prince must ever seem to have all virtues, but really to be master of none, but is to be liberal, merciful, and just only as they serve his interests; while, with the noble art of hypocrisy, empire would be to be extended, and new conquests be made by new devices, by which prompt